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CHOOSE ONE  

The Book Thief 
Markus Zusak 

It’s just a small story really, about among other things: a girl, some words, an 
accordionist, some fanatical Germans, a Jewish fist-fighter, and quite a lot of 
thievery. . . . 
 
Set during World War II in Germany, Markus Zusak’s groundbreaking new 
novel is the story of Liesel Meminger, a foster girl living outside of Munich. 
Liesel scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she 

encounters something she can’t resist–books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster 
father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids 
as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement before he is marched to Dachau.  This
an unforgettable story about the ability of books to feed the soul. Information provided by

 is 
 

barnesandnoble.com 

 

 

Pete Nelson 

Left for Dead

Just after midnight on July 30, 1945, the USS Indianapolis was torpedoed by a 
Japanese submarine. The ship sank in 14 minutes. More than 1,000 men were 
thrown into shark-infested waters. Those who survived the fiery sinking—some 
injured, many without life jackets—struggled to stay afloat in shark-infested 
waters as they waited for rescue. But the United States Navy did not even know 

they were missing. The Navy needed a scapegoat for this disaster. So it court-martialed the 
captain for “hazarding” his ship. The survivors of the Indianapolis knew that their captain was 
not to blame. For 50 years they worked to clear his name, even after his untimely death. But the 
navy would not budge—until an 11-year-old boy named Hunter Scott entered the picture. His 
history fair project on the Indianapolis soon became a crusade to restore the captain’s good 
name and the honor of the men who served under him.   Information provided by 
barnesandnoble.com 
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